Trotske, Gloria 

7865 Mississippi 
Ap t. 3 0 7 

Denver, Colorado 
Interview: July 30, 1987 


born 1921 in Denver. Her folks lived in Casper at the 

time, but her mother came to Denver to give birth. 

Her mother’s mother, not knowing the conditions in 

Casper, insisted on it. 

father - Dr. Herman Talpers. 

born in Winnepeg, Canada. He came to Denver 
as a small boy 

mother - Bertha 

born in Denver 

Father’s parents - Max and Pearl Talpers 

came from Helena, Montana, to Denver. Lived 
also for a short time in Canada. 

Moved to Bennett, Colorado, where he had 
a feed and grain/general store. 

Mother’s parents - Jacob and Sarah Zerobnick 

Mother from Warsaw; father from Russia. 
Emigrated to Denver, where he peddled rags 
and sundry items. He was an astute busi¬ 
nessman and made his fortune in the 
Midwest Liquor Company. Before, he operated 
a bottle yard wherein he collected bottles 
and sold them to breweries. The bueiness 
became known as Midwest Liquor. He lived 
to be 94. He had a brother in Denver 
before his arrival. The story is that 
when at Ellis Island he was permitted one 
call and made his call to his brother in 
Denver. His brother’s name was John. He 
also had another brother named Harry. 

He was against his daughter going to 
Wyoming for it was a "frontier.” 
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Dr. Herman Talpers 


He went to Dental College, University of Denver. 

He worked his way through school by selling 
German newspapers and operating an elevator. 

During World War One, he enlisted into the 
Dental Corps and became a captain. He was 
sent overseas but it is not known where. After the 
war, he came back to Denver, then moved to Hanna, 
Wyoming, and then about 1920 to Casper. He 
married Bertha Zerobnick in 1920. He moved to 
Casper because it was a booming town and he wanted 
to go to a small town. While his father-in-law 
detested Wyoming, he loved it. 

Had two sisters - Minnie and Marian - and three 
brothers - Joe, Sam and Herman. 

Born 1892. Died at 75 in 1967. 

Other Jewish families in Casper about the same time 

Julius and Ray Cornell - funiture store for a few 
years. 

Frances and Nat Novick - fine lady’s store, first 
in Glenrock then Casper. Called Kline’s in 
Cheyenne. 

Fred Goodstein - oilman 

William Wexall - bachelor. In junk business. A 
religious and civic-minded individual 
Lou and Elizabeth Bernstein - short presense from 
Denver. 

Harry Yesness - the "man in the barrel.” Had a 
a sign with him in a barrel. Clothier. 

Dr. Newlander - dentist 
Max Hirsch 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Mednick (son Billy) - clothing 
store down the street from Yesness. 

Harry Cohen - shoe salesman; prominent Denverite. 

At most there may have been 15 Jewish families in 
Casper . 

Most families came from Denver during the boom 
periods and left during the bust periods. World 
War II would see an influx from military personnel 
stationed at the army air base. When she and her 
brother, however, were growing up, they were the 
only Jewish children in town. 


Religion 
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Religion 


Serivces were mainly conducted by lay people. 

During the High Holidays, the community received 
a rabbinical student from Hebrew Union College 
for two weeks to lead services. According to 
Rabbi Stephen Foster, now of Denver, the Casper 
community was a primary assignment, because the 
students were treated very well. Mrs. Trotske 
said that the community paid their way out and 
back, gave them food and shelter, and personal 
gifts. Rabbi Foster appeared three years. Other 
famous rabbis included Marty Weitz and Alvin Fein. 
Services were first held in the Elk's Hall until 
Harry Yesness donated part of his ranch land to 
the community to build a temple. Friday services 
were usually conducted by Mr. Novick. 

Pe r s ona1 

married 43 years to Martin Trotske. 

Her mother moved to Denver in 1976/1977. She died 
in 1981. 

Her brother, Stanley, is an internist in Georgetown. 



